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IN the Poem annexed to this Sermon, 
which was written by the Rev. Mr. Jofeph 
Stennett, the charader of King William 
is fo happily drawn^ that its republication, 
at this timey needs no apology: the vene-* 
ration in which the Author of this Sermon 
holds the memory of his Grand-father, 
will^ he hopes^ be a fufficient excufe for 
his bringing it forward to public view in 
this manner. 
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L Discourses on Perfonal Religion, in two vo- 
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S E R M O N, &c. 



Psalm Ixxvii. ii. 

I WILL REMEMBER THE WORKS OF THE LORD: 
SURELY I WILL REMEMBER THY WONDERS 
OF OLD. 

THE memory is a very ufeful faculty 
of the human mind, and is never em** 
ployed to fo noble a purpofe as when direfled 
to events wherein the wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs of God have been extraordinarily 
difplayed. Such a ufe of the memory is a 
happy mean to promote genuine piety, and is 
therefore ftrongly recommend^ in the Scrifi- 
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tures, and ever urged on their hearers, by 
tho& wlioie (d£ce it is to inflrudl mai ixi the 
interefting concerns of religion. 

It was in a time of deep affliflion that the 
Prophet Afaph penned this Pfalm. His af- 
fliction he pathetically defcribes in the former 
part of it, and then informs us' of the expe- 
dient he had recourfe to, in order to compofe 
his ruffled mind, and exhilarate his fainting 
fpirits. He faid, " I will remember the 
works of the Lord : furely I will remem- 
ber thy wonders of old." 






The grand event he had in his eye was, 
that Glorious Revolution in favour of the 
Ifraelitifh nation, which took place at the 
memorable aera of their (deliverance from E- 
gyptian flavery. This was the work of Gon, 
accompanied with a feries of wonders, Ac 

* 

remembrance of which was to be tranfmitted 
to the lateft ages. God reigns both in the 
natural and moral world. Thefe were each 
convulfed in an unufual manner on this ex- 
traordinary occafion. The tempeft rofe to a 
height. But He who hath his vray in 
whirlwind, and in the ftorm, rebuked 
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the tempeft, and there was a calm. The 
fccne is ftrikingly defcribed in the words that 
follow the text. 

m 

" Who is fo great a God as our God ? 
*^ Thou art the God that doeft wonders; 
" thou haft declared thy ftrength among the 
** people. Thou haft with thine arm re- 
deemed thy people, the fons of Jacob and 
Jofeph. Selah. The waters faw thee, O 
" God, the waters faw thee: they were 
^* afraid ; the depths^ alfo were troubled. 
" The clouds poured out water, the ikies 
" fent out a found : thine arrows alfo went 
" abroad. The voice of thy thunder was in 
" the heaven : the lightenings lightened the 
" world, the earth trembled and (hook. Thy 
" way is in the fea, and thy path in the great 
** waters, and thy footfteps are not known. 
** Thou leddeft thy people like a flock, by 
" the hand of Mofesand Aaron." 

Thus were the Ifraelites delivered by the 
miraculons interpofition of Divine Provi- 
dence in their favour. The elements, under 
the dire^ion and controul of Heaven, be* 

B 2 came 
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came hoftile to their enemies and friendly to 
them: and by thefc means, as alfo by an in- 
fluence exerted upon the mind of the haughty 
Pharaoh, and upon their own paffions and 
prejudices, their efcape from tyranny Was 
ejSefted, and the pofleffion of their refigious 
and civil liberties acquired and confirmed. 
And thus was the fovereign dominion of the 
great God, both in the natural and moral 
world, aflerted and difplayed. To a mind fo 
afflifted as the Pfalmift's was, at the time he 
compofed this Pfalm, a recollecSlion of thefc 
events was peculiarly confolatory and enli- 
vening. 

And now, in the time of our afilidlion, 
let us imitate the example of the pious 
Pfalm ift, and fay, *' We will remember the 
works of the Lord ; furely we will re- 
member thy wonders of old/' In the time, 
I fay, of our affli6lion : — not fuch affliftion 
as the Ifraelites endured in Egypt, or fuch 
as they many times afterwards felt, when 
their liberties were invaded by their enemies. 
No fuch afilidlion do we feel — no fuch afflic- 
tion have we felt, fince the family of Brunf- 

wick 
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. wick afcended the throne of thefe kingdoms ; 
nor are we under any apprehenfion of the re- 
turn of thofe fad feelings, which penetrated 
the hearts of our brave and pious anceftors 
' towards the clofe of the laft century. No, 
my friends, it is another kind of afflidion we 
have been lamenting in our prayers to God 
— the calamity which hath befallen our good 
King, and the diftrefs in which it hath in- 
volved our gracious Queen, her numerous 
offspring, and a dutiful and loyal people. 
.What heart but feels on this fad occafion ? 
Sympathy pervades the whole land, and draws 
tears of commiferation from the eyes of thou- 
fands. To alleviate your forrows by con- 
fiderations fuited to the peculiar nature 
of tliis affliftion, of which, blefied be God ! 
there are many, is not my prefent obje6t. 
The kind of fervice wherein we are now 
engaged will not admit of the attempt. Yet 
a remembrance of thofe *^ works of the 
^* Lord," and of thofe '* wondei's of old," 
which naturally fall within our view this 
day, may have an efFedt toconfole our minds 
even in this trouble, and to infpire us with 

B 3 con- 
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cbnfidcnce in the wifdom, power, and good- 
nefs of the great Govcrnour of the Univerfe. 

The agency of Divine Providence in the 
natural and moral world, is a truth capable 
of the cleareft demonftration. And a bright 
illuftration we have of this important truth, 
in the two events I am now to hold up to 
your view, I mean the deliverance of this 
country from the great Storm of Wind, which 
we have been ufed to commemorate this day : 
and its deliverance from a more tremendous 
ftorm, which threatened the total deftrudipn 
of our civil and religious liberties, at the Re- 
volution. Events that bear a ftriking ana- 
logy to each other, and to thofe referred to 
in the Pfalm whence I have taken my text. 
The greatnefs and goodnefs of God were 
eminently difplayed in them; fo that we 
may truly fay, they were " the works of the 
** Lord, and his wonders of old." Per- 
mit me to give you a brief account of the 
one and the other j to mark thofe circum- 
ftances attending them, wherein the inter- 
ference of Providence is moft obfervable ; and 

1 to 
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to exhort you to a fuitable improvement of 
thefe things. 



V 



We begin with the great Storm of Wind 
which we are aflembled this day to comme-^ 
ttiorate. It happened in the month of No* 
vember 1703, and is fuppofed by a refpeft- 
able Writer, who has tranfmitted to us ft 
particular account of it, to have been one 
of the moft confiderable tempefts recorded 
in hiftory (ince the General Deluge. It had 
blown hard for about fourteen days before 
the 27th of November. The nearer that 
time approached, the more the tempeftuouf- 
nefs of the weather encreafed. On Wednef- 
day the 24th, the wind blew furioufly, and 
did fome damage. All the next day and 
night it continued with unufual violence. 
And the Friday morning it raged to fuch a 
degree, that few people had courage to ven- 
ture abroad. But as the night came on it 
rofe ftill higher, and fo encreafed till about, 
fix o'clock the next morning, when, if it 
had at all exceeded, it is fuppofed that no- 
thing could pofTibly have witbftood its fury. 

B A Of 
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, Of the amazing ftrcngth and rapidity of 
the wind, we may form fame idea from a 
well-attefted circumftance near Shaftefbury 
in the Weft. A ftone of near four hun- 
dred weight, which had lain for fome years 
fixed in the ground, fenced by a bank with 
a low ftone wall upon it, was lifted up by 
.the wind, and carried into a hollow way, 
diftant, at leaft, feven yards from the place. 

The night was exceflively dark, which 
added great horror to the fcene, and pre- 
vented any one's providing for his fecurity 
abroad, had that been poffible. And the 
wind, by its extraordinary violence, created 
a noife hoarfe and dreadful, like thunder, 
which failed not to carry terror to every ear. 
There were alfo appearances in the heavens 
that* refembled lightening, " The air," fays 
the writer juft referred to, " was full of 
'' meteors and fiery vapours, which," adds 
he, " I am apt to believe were the light- 
enings we have been told of : for I am of 
opinion, that there was really no light- 
ening, in the common acceptation of the 
' * term s for the clouds that flew with fo 

*' much 
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*' much violence through the air, were not^ 
^^ to my obfervation, iuch as ufually are 
** freiglited with thunder and lightening : 
" the hurries nature was then in do not 
" confifl: with the fyfteni of thundch" 
Some imagined the tempefl: was accompa- 
nied with an earthquake ; but of this there 
was no clear proof, and it is eafy to con- 
ceive how the fenfes might at fuch a time be 
imiX)fed upon The only mifchicf that did 
not happen, to make the night completely 
dreadful, was the firing of houfes. And 
yet this calamity did befal a town in Nor- 
folk, where the fire, fanned by the wind, 
burnt with fuch vehemence, that the in- 
habitants had no power to extinguifh iu 

From this fliort view of the material cir- 
cumftances relating to the ftorm itfelf, the 
prodigious violence of the wind, the alarm- 
ing found heard in the heavens, and the 
dreadful darknefs of the night ; it will no 
doubt be concluded, that the general con- 
/fternation was very great, ** Horror and 
*' confufion," fays my author, *^ feized 
*' upon all, whether on ftjorc or at fea : no 

" pen 



^ pen can defcribe it, no tongue can evprefs 
•* it, no thought conceive it, unlefs theirs 
^* who were in the extremity of it; and 
*• who, being touched with a due fenfe of 
** the fparing mercy of their Maker, retain 
** the deep impreffions of his goodnefs upon 
** their minds, though the danger be paft." 
Whither to fly, for fecurity none knew, 
except thofe who had made God their re- 
fuge. To venture abroad was to rufli into 
inftant death 5 and to flray within afforded 
no other profpeft than that of being buried 
under the ruins of a falling habitation : 
fome in their diftra6tion did the former, 
and met death in the flreetsj. others the 
latter, and in their own houfes received their 
final doom. The Bifhop of Bath and Wells, 
Dr. Richard Kidder and his Lady, were of 
this number. But thefe inflances, through 
the kind interpofition of Providence, were 
not fo numerous as might be expe6ted : and 
many remarkable deliverances there were, of 
which I Ihall prefently mention fome. 

When the wind was thus rifen to its 
greateft height, and with it the juft fears of 

tboufands. 
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thoufands, then did the God of Heaven in- 
terpofe. He who rules the ftorm checked 
the fury of it, *' ftaycd the rough wind in 
** the day of the eaft wind *." It gradually 
abated, till at length, after a week^s tcm- 
peftuous weather, a perfed: calm enfued.— 
Such is the falvation we commemorate, and 
which none can doubt was of God. 

And now it will be cxpedcd that I fhould 
give (bme account of the extent of this 
ftorm, and of the damage done by it. A$ 
to its extent, it fhook all Europe. Having 
taken its rife probably in America, it made 
its way acrofs the Weftem Ocean, and coU 
letting confederate matter in its paflage over 
the feas, fpent its fury on thefe parts of 
the world, whither this army of teiTor was 
principally commiflioned. 

As to the defolation occafioned by tlus 
florm, it was not fo confiderable as might 
be imagined. Few lives, comparatively 
fpeaking, were loil. An account was taken 

* liaiah xxvii. 8. - . 
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of one hundred and twenty-three who were 
killed I fuppoTe, by the fall of houfes. But 
the number of thofe who were drowned, in 
the floods of the Severn 2nd the Thames, 
and of thofe who were loft on the coaft of 
Holland, and in ihips blown away and 
never heard of afterwards ; is thought with- 
in compafs to have been eight thoufand. 
Above eight hundred dwelling houfes were 
laid in ruins, in moft of which the inhabi- 
tants received bruiles, and fome loft their 
lives. Few houfes efcaped being difmantled 
of their covering, which is clear from the 
prodigious rife of the price of tiles; for 
from twenty-one {hillings a thoufand it rofe 
to fix pounds. Above two thoufand ftacks 
of chimnies were faid to have been blown 
down in and about London. One hun- 
dred churches covered with lead had their 
lead rolled up, and hurled in prodigious 
quantities to diftances alraoft incredible. 
Stacks of corn and hay innumerable were 
thrown down, or fo torn as to receive great 
damage. Multitudes of cattle were loft ; in 
one level fifteen thoufand Iheep were drown- 
ed. And as to trees torn up by their roots, 

the 
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the writer before referred to (ays, he himiclf 
reckoned feventecn thoufand of this defcrip^ 
tion in Kent ; when, tired with the number, 
he left off reckoning. In fhort, the da- 
mage, he affirms, exceeded that of the fire 
of London, which was eftimated at four 
millions. 

All forts of people were affefted by this 
ftorm : not a family that had any thing to 
lofe, but loft fomething. The land, the 
houfes, the churches, the com, the trees, 
the rivers, all felt the fury of the wind. 
The {hipping too fufFered coniSderably. Of 
the Royal Navy there were twelve (hips loft, 
and moft of their crew. Eddiftone Light* 
houfe was deftroyed, and in it Mr. Winftan- 
ley the ingenious contriver of it, and the 
people that were with him. Great numbers 
of merchant-(hips were caft away, and above 
five hundred wherries, befides lighters and 
barges, on the river Thames. And yet, it 
is remarkable that the wind blowing from 
the Weftern Seas, and fo preventing our 
(hips, many of them, from putting to fea, 
and driving others into .harbour; proved the 
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efcapcd : the greater part of them were 
buried under the ruins, but quickly after 
taken out with little or no hurt, fb that 
they were all faved. This account ia at- 
tcfted by Dr. Gideon Harvey, who lived in 
the adjoining houfe, and by Captain Theo- 
dore Collier and Mr. Robert Richards, the 
principal perfons of the family. A falvation 
(o extraordinary, and which happened at no 
very great diftance from this place, needs no 
apology for being thus publicly mentioned. - 

Thus you have the event we are this day 
aflembled to commemorate. And it oughts 
furely^ to be remembered and acknowledged^ 
with fuitable expreflion^ of reverence, fe- 
rioufnefs, and gratitude. It was God that 
commiffioned the wind to blow. His voice 
was in the tempeft. And happy were they 
who received the inftrudion it was intended 
to give, and were obedient to it. The con-^ 
fciences of many were awakened at that aw-, 
ful time, but the impreffion quickly wore 
off, as too fadly appealed by a circumftanc^ 
which cannot be recolleded, by a ferious 
mind, without real concern. A few nights 

after 
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ansr tbis alarmmg prDvifkiux^ & play was 
st&ec in one of our Tbzxtirs, raUffd 97ir 
Trmp^l^, Sach was tbr vrctchcd tonty of 
die tirKs ! How is the T^arimnr of God to 
be admired, and tlie icSv and inipac^ of 
mm tD }k 



»«•«!» V 



There were, howrvcr, tbafe wbo devoctly 
fch and acknawledg^ the power and good- 
ocis of that great Bei;^ ^^ whofc way is in 
'^ tbe whixiwind, and in the fionn, and 
'' who TT^atps thz cioods the duft of hb 
« feet*." VTr&m mx remcmhrancc there 
were fofmc, who retnining a grateful fcnfc of 
the lahritions they received at that time, were 
rM to dTemhlc with cs cm tbefe anniver* 
far}' occsfions, to oftcr their tribute of chear- 
f ul pr^fe to their Almighty Deliverer. And 
it was viith the molt piocs ^-icws that the 
worthy Mr. Taylor, who was deeply afieflcd 
with this extraordinary providence, insta- 
ted this yearly commemoration of it. May 
thofc views be happily anfwcrcd, by fuitable 
imprefiions made on our hearts on the pre- 

* Xihum i. J. 
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fent occafion ! Verily, Sirs, there is a Gqd 
that rules and judges in the earth. His 
power is irrefiftible, his juftice impartial, 
and his goodnefs unbounded. The elements 
are at his difpofal, and under his controul ; 
and he knows how, if he pleafe, to afflidt, 
to punifh, to exterminate, a difobedient and 
incorrigible people. Famine, peftilence, 
earthquake, and the ftormy tempeft, have 
each of them been employed as the exe-r 
cutioners of his wrath. Let us revere his 
Infinite Majefty, acknowledge his univerfal 
dominion, confide in his power and good- 
nefs, and be obedient to his holy will. 

And now it is time to turn our attention 
from the fcene we have been contemplating, 
to another of a civil or political defcriptiod, 
of which the former affords a ftrikihg: em- 
blem. We have juft felt the horrors of 
the dark and difmal night that preceded the 
27th of November 1703, when the winds 
blew, the fkies blackened, the earth (hook, 
and the hearts of men failed them with 
difmay ; and we have enjoyed the happy 
calm that fucceeded it. Let us oqw feci 

C the 
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the horrors of tlwt mol-e dreadful temped, 
which was impendingon this country in the 
ycH'^liSSS : and let us (hare with our pious 
•nceftors in tiie joy they felt on the ever- 
fnemorable Fifth of November, 

Aufpicious day ^ made famous many years 
before by the marvellous falvation of this 
.country from the horrid machinations of 
Rome and Hell; and rendered flill more iU 
luftrious by the arrival of our Glorious De- 
liverer Wii-LiAM THE Third; a Prince 
wbofe nacmory will ever be dear to the friends 
of civi) and religious liberty. He pitied us 
in all our anguifh, and he fled to our relief, 
fcfolving, with the help of God, to fave 
us or to die in the attempt. " He came, 
^' he.favr, be conquered." Tyranny turned 
pale, the scrm of defpotifm was unnerved^ 
bigotry ikulked into filence, perfecution 
Hed, and the black defigns of the fons of 
llarknefs were fruftrated. O the heart-felt 
joy of our patriotic and pious fore-fathers f 
-^to fee the prifon doors thrown open> the 
fetters that had been Gorged in the abodes of 

rkn<k^ knocked o£f/and 4be £res of Smith- 
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fields which had been again kindled in their 
imagination^ extinguiftied !-»**^to fee a Prince 
afcend the BritiHi throne, with a heart de- 
voutly fenfible of the interference of Provi- 
dence^ and anxioufly meditating fehemes for 
the full deliverance of the oppreffcd, and for 
fecuring and tranfmitting our rights and li-^ 
berties to the lateft pdfterity \ ' 

A century is no inconfiderable period in 
human affairs : and a century thus uffhered 
in demands an attentive, joyful^ and grate- 
ful commemoration. It is unwife not to 
call up thefe fccnes to our view ; it is im- 
pious not to acknovvledge the hand of God 
in them. He looked from his holy habita- 
tion j heard the cries of an opprefTed people, 
and commanded deliverance. The purpofe, 
however^ of the prefent occafion will be 
fufficiently anfweredj by a tranfient view of 
the gathering of this mighty ftorm, of its 
diffipationi and of the happy effedls that 
followed ; in all which the influence of 
Divine J^rovidence may, I think, bfc marked 
With a clearnefs that can fcarce fail to con- 
Vince> Or at leaft confound an infidel. 
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The arbitrary and illegal meafurcs of James 
the Firft, and his Son Charles the Firft, laid 
the foundation of all the confufion and mi- 
fcries of the civil war that followed. When 
the latter of thefe Princes had fuffered on a 
fcafFold, and when the ftrgggles of contend- 
ing parties, from various motives, for power, 
had fubfided, his Son Charles the Second 
afcendcd the throne. An Aft of indemnity 
Was pafled, and former animofities were to be 
buried in oblivion. Yet the men, to whom, 
for their concurrence in his Reftoration, the 
King owed no fmall obligations of honour 
and confcience, and who had reafon after- 
wards to blame thenifelves for not demand- 
ing other fccurity than his word ; thefe men, 
I fay, quickly met with treatment the moft 
ungrateful, cruel, and perfidious. 

They were, indeed, allowed to bring forward 
their propofals for a reformation of the Li- 
turgy, but as this meafure was acceded to with 
no other view than to fave appearances, it iffucd, 
as might be expedlcd, without efFe6l. Their 
reafonings were borne down with clamour, and 

their 
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their expoftiilations rejeded with contempt. 
So upwards of two thoufand minifters, emi- 
nent for their abilities and piety, were ejefted 
out of the Church, and deprived of their 
livings. Thi^, however, was only the be- 
ginning of forrows. 

An Act was quickly pafled to render Dif- 
fenters incapable of certain offices of truft 
and profit *, an eligibility to which was their 
natural and juft right in common with the 
reft of their fellow fubjefts. Every bafc 
method was taken to render them odious^ 
and to excite the public refentments againilr 
them. Their moft humble and earneft peti- 
tions for liberty to worfliip God according 
to the dictates of their confgiences, were de- 
nied. Severe and inhuman laws were en- 
aded againft them.. They were fined and 
perfecuted even to death ; many thoufands 
of them perifhing in dark and loathfome 
prifons. And thefe laws, although fince 
kid afl^p by the lenient hand of toleration^ 
ftill remain unrepealed. 

* The Corporation -Aft, pafled in the year i562« 

.C 3 'At 
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At length, the Popifli fadion gaining 
ground, it was judged expedient to pafs a 
law *, difqualifying all from any (bare ii> 
the executive departments of government^ 
who (hould decline taking the Sacrament 
according to the rites of the Church of Engr 
land. In the pafling this law, the Dif- 
fenters, from an unwillingnefs to obftru6t a 
meafure which in this time of imminent dan^ 
ger fecmed neceffary, acquiefced ; though 
manifeftly to the injury of their own natural 
rights. They, however, received affurances 
that provision (hould be made for their rcr 
lief: but thefe affurances were never carried 
into eftc6t -f. This A£t, and that before re- 
ferred 

♦ The Teft-Aa, pafled in the year 1673. 
t •* It ihould be obferved," fays Dr. Furneaux, in his 
^Letters to Judge Blackftone, ^^ that the original defign 
'< of the teft Y^aSy not to exclude the Proteftapjt Dif: 
^ fenters, but the Papifts. See Burnet's Hiftory of 
•• his own Times, vol*, i. p. 347—352, firft edit. It 
f* s brought in by the patriots in the reign of Charles 
M« t Second, under their apprehenfions of Popery and 
f^ ?opi(h fucceflbr ; and is lUled, an ^^ A6i for pre- 
^ 1 til dangers which may happen from Popidi Re- 
I tS}" and the fume is faid to be its defign in 

nreamble. And when, during the debate in the 

%" Houfe 
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ferred to, (I mean the Corporation -A61) 
through the over-ruling providence of Gob, 

^ Hour<e of Commons, it was obferved, that it was 

^^ drawn in fuch a manner as to comprehend the Pro- 

*^ teftant Diflenters, the court- party endeavoured to 

" avail themfclves of that circumftance in order to de- 

*^ feat the bill. But the diflTenting members difappointed 

^^ them, by declaring, that they had rather confide in 

^^ the juftice and generofity of parliament, to p4fs fome 

** future bill in their favour, than be the occafion of re- 

** tarding or defeating the fecurity, which the prefent 

*^ bill was calculated to afFord to the liberties of their 

^' country. And this genuine patriotifm facilitated the 

^^ paffingof a bill then depending in the Commons, for 

** their relief from the penal laws; (See Grey's Parlia- 

*^ mentary Debates, vol. ii. p. 36. 38. 83.) which be- 

** ingfent up to the Lords, and coming down with fome 

** amendments, the parliament was fuddenly prorogued 

" thro' the refentment of the court, and the intended fa- 

^' vour to the Diffenters prevented. See Grey's Parlia- 

'' meiitary Debates, vol. ii. p. 180. And when after- 

•' wards in the year 1680, a bill in favour of the Dif- 

** fenters repealing the 35 Eliz. c. i. pafled both 

•* Houfes, and lay ready for the royal affent, the court 

*< ventured upon a very extraordinary expedient 2 the 

** clerk of the crown was ordered to convey away the 

♦• bill ; and, accordingly it was never afterwards to be 

<* found. Burnet, ubi fupra, p. 494, 495." 

Sec Furneaux's Let. to Judge Blackftone, 
2d edit. p. 180, i8i. 
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have operated to their no fmall advantage, by 
checking that fondnefs for worldly power and 
fplendor, which is the bane of religion. A 
confideration which would create a total iiJN 
difference in the breads of many pious men 
to the repeal of thofe laws, fo far as they 
regard the Proteftant Diflenters ; were it not 
for the further confideration, that they have 
proved, and ftill do prove, the unhappy 
occafion, in innumerable inftances, of an 
horrid proftitution of the moft facred rite 
of our holy religion. A refleftion which 
methinks cannot fail of giving pain to every 
thoughtful mind, as well in the Eilablifhed 
Church as among the DifTenters. To pro- 
ceed — 

The King, become a bankrupt by his de- 
baucheries, fold himfelf to France, and had 
the meannefs to rank among the Penfioncrs 
of Lewis, who aimed to enflaveall the coun* 
tries round him as well as his own. Urged 
to violent nieafures by his Brother, who 
dared to avow his reconciliation to the 
Church of Rome, he fo far yielded as to 
connive at the inroads popery was making 
I upon 
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upon us. And after a while, having en- 
dangered his own perfonal fafety by hefita- 
ting at the counfcls of thofe about him, he 
took the bold refolution of leaping over the 
mounds of law and equity, and governing 
abfcdutely without his Parliament. In this 
fituation died the profligate and unprincipled 
Charles the Second, a Papift, there is reafon 
to believe, by profeffion ; and an Infidel, it 
is to be feared, at hearf. 

Eager to purfue the plan of laying waftc 
both the civil and religious liberties of this 
country, his brother James the Second 
afcended the throne. The laws of Rome were 
on his heart, and the rod of tyranny was in his 
hand. Now the ftorm gathered thick around, 
the heavens lowered, the lightening flaflied, 
the bellowing thunder came rolling on, Ap-- 
pearances were, however, in the beginning 
to be obferved. To deceive the credulous, 
and, at the fame time, to take ofFall rcftraints 
from thofe of his own communion, he pub- 
lifted his proclamation of general indul- 
gence } which, though it afforded prefent 
relief to the perfecuted, yet, by tlie claim it 

m^de 
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made to a right of difpenfing with the laws, 
convinced all confidcrate men that he aimed 
at arbitrary dominion. A Jefuit^ who had 
been already made the keeper of his con- 
fcience, was called to the counfel-table. The 
rites of the Romiih Church were obfervedin 
all their pomp at court. Vacant chairs at 
the Univerfities were filled with Papifts. 
A Nuncio was folemnly received from Rome, 
and an Ambaflador font thither with great 
parade. Ai>d feven Bifhops, who had the 
firmnefs to refufe compliance with his ille- 
gal commaiidSji were committed prifoners to 
the Tower. 

In this crifis of our affairs, when the 
friends of religion and liberty began to give 
up all for loft, an illuftrious band of Pa- 
triots arofe, and, at the ha?ard of their 
property and their lives, confederated for 
our deliverance. Their counfels were wifely 
kid, and firmly executed. The Prince of 
Orange, who had married the daughter of 
amcs, they invited hither. He accepted 
leir invitation. In a fleet fitted out by the 
atcs he embarked, and on the Fifth of 

No- 
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^ Noyepbcr, the day following his birth-day, 
landed at Totbay. 

The wretched James was jnftaptly for- 
faken by his flatterers, and at a jofs to wboai 
to look for counfeU Struck with a panic, 
he had not courage to refift the progrefs of 
the Prince towards London, qr to wait the 
event of ^t. He ftolc from his palace by 
night, threw his feals into the Thapies, 
iled in a fifhingrboat to Frapce, and fought 
an afylum from a haughty Tyrant, who had 
a little before wafhed his hands in the blood 
of thoufands of his own innocent fubjeds. 
And now a jdirge at his funeral was the beft, 
if not the only, fervice his infatuated priefts 
. could render him. 

Our Deliverer in the mean time, in full 
confidence of the juilice of his caufe an4 
the purity of his views, approached the 
Metropolis, where he was received with the 
joyful acclamations of a people, who could 
fcarce believe, amidft this fcene of wonders, 
that the manacles were fallen from their 

hands 
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hands and they again free, A folemn Con- 
vention of the States was called, the rights 
of the fubjeft were aflerted and confirmed, 
crowns were placed on the heads of Wil- 
liam and Mary, and the Conftitution 
fixed on a bafis more firm than it had ever 
before ftood. 

Thus arofe out of the ruins of tyranny a 
building fair and beautiful, (lately and ma--* 
jcftic, folid and durable. A Conftitution 
which indeed exifted before this period, but 
now received its nobleft improvement and 
confirmation. A Conftitution which has li- 
berty for its bafis, and is fo conftru6led by 
a due temperament of the powers of mo^ 
narchy, ariftocracy, and democracy, as to^ 
render it the happieft and moft ftable form 
of government on earth* The advantages 
refulting from it have been realized through 
a long courfe of years, which form a period 
the moft illuftrious of any to be met with 
in the hiftory of mankind. Nor need we 
fear that a building thus reared, under the 
fmiles of Heaven, will receive any injury 

from 
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from the ^alTauIts of defpotifm, fo long as 
national virtue, and a due regard |o the 
authority of God, remain facred among 
us« 

The agency of Divine Providence in this 
wonderful event ought to be diligently no- 
ticed, and devoutly acknowledged. To 
overlook it, or regard it only with a negli- 
gent eye, would argue great folly and in- 
gratitude. Forbid it ! O God, that Britons, 
that Proteftants, that Proteftant Diffenters 
flaould be chargeable with this enormous 
guilt. ** It is the Lord's doing." Let it 
be marvellous in our eyes. 

Can we recoUedl the circumftances at- 
tending a Revolution, which makes fo dif- 
finguifhed a figure in the hiftory of this 
country, and not clearly difcern a fuperior 
influence tlierein ? If the old adage be true, 
that ** whom God means to deftroy he in- 
?* fatuates,'' it is beyond a doubt that James 
was infatuated of Heaven. His precipitate 
^qondu<^, immediately upon mounting the 
tbr9ne^ in calling bis prieil^ about him ; 

his 
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his fending a folemn embafly to Koxptf 
where he was confidered as afting the part 
of a madman; his unrelenting fury .towards 
the infurgents in the Weft, through thii 
medium of thofe bloody executioners of his 
vengeance, Jefferies and Kirk ; his treat- 
ment of the Bifliops for doing their duty^j^ 
his flying in the face of the laws^ imme- 
diately upon his having fworn to obfcrvc 
them ; his refufing the affiftanceof the arms 
of France, at the inftant he ftood moft in 
need of thcmj and, to add no more, his 
duplicity in the bufinefs of the Oxford 
popi{h profeffors t thefe^ and many other 
political folecifms in his conduft, oblige 
us to acknowledge that he was devoted of 
God to ruin*— of that God who meant by 
his juil: overthrow, when in the full career 
of tyranny, to fave this ^i6ted and op* 
prefted people* 

Nor was the infatuation of this unhappy 
Prince, the only character that marked the 
interference of Heaven. Many others con- 
curred to diredt our attention to that Provi- 
deacc> which fat at the h^lm of our vcfTel^ 

when 
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when thus torn by advcrfe winds, and at 
length conduced it to the defired haven. 
It was God who raifcd up thofe renowned 
Patriots, whofc exertions in the caufe of 
expiring freedom will never never be for- 
gotten. It was God wiio fteeled their 
breads again ft the dread of thofe tremen- 
dous evils, they had to apprehend from the 
vindidive fpirit of a bigotted Tyrant. It 
was God who infpircd their counfcls with 
wifdom, unanimity, and firmnefs. It was 
God who fent us the great, the good. King 
William, commanding the winds to be 

obedient to his wifties *. It was God who 

fiiid 

♦ The great ftorm that blew from the Weft, immedlat/ely 
upon tht Prince's landing, which prevented the King's 
fleet from continuing their purfuit, and fo (hattered them 
that they were no more fit for fervice that year ; was a 
providential circumltance, in favour of the Revolution, 
much regarded at that time. " I never found,*' fays 
Bifliop Burnet, *' a difpofiiion to fuperftition in my 
*' temper : I was rather inclined to be philofophical upon 
•' all occafions. .Yet 1 muft confefs, that this (Irangc 
** ordering of the winds and feafons, juft to change as 
•* our affairs required it, could not but make deep im- 
•• preflions on me, as well as on all that obferved it. 
** Thofe famous verfes of Claudian feemcd to be more 

** appli- 
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fald of our Deliverer, as he did of Cyrus, 
He is my Shepherd, and fliaJl perform all 
my pleafure. His right hand have I 
holden, to fubdue nations before him : 
•* and I will loofe the loins of kings to open 
the way before him, I will go befor6 
him, and make the crooked places flraight : 
I will break the gates of brafs, and cut 
** afundcr the bars of iron : that they may 
" know from the rifing of the fun, and 
*• from the weft, that there is none befides 
^* me, I am the Lord, and there is none 
'' elfe f." 

What remains then, my friends, but that 
we offer our moft devout acknowledgments 
to God for this wonderful Deliverance ? 



€C 



applicable to the Prince than to hitn they were made 



" on:" 



O ^imium dile£le Deo, cui militat aether, 
Etconjurati veniuntad clailica venti ! 

Heaven's favourite, for whom the fkies do fight. 
And all the winds confpire to guide thee right. 

See Burnet's Hift. of his own Time:*, vol. i. 
p, 789, 790, firftedit. 

t Ifaiah xliv. 28. ch. xlv. 1— 0. 

Nor 



Nor let us forget the falvation wrought out 
for us at the demife of Queen Anne, When 
the defigns of arbitrary power were again 
defeated, and the illuftrious family of Brunf- 
wick afcended the throne of thefe kingdoms ; 
for the fecuring which event the immortal 
King William took fuch wife precautions. 
Let us alfo recolleft, with heart-felt Joy and 
gratitude, the ineftimable bleffings we have 
enjoyed under the mild adminiftrations of 
the two Princes of this Houfe who have 
already reigned ; and that happy confirma- 
tion and enlargement which our religious 
liberties have received under the reign of 
his prefent Majefty. And while we tenderly 
feel with him and his afflidled family, in 
the mournful providence with which they 
are now vifited, let us offer our fervent and 
repeated prayers to God, that tranquillity 
may be reftored to his royal bofom, that he 
may again affume the reins of government 
with diitinguiflied glory, and that, in the 
mean while, the deliberations of our great 
men, under the guidance of Heaven, may 
be direded to the happieft iffue. 

D To 
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To conclude-~Let us humble ourfelves 
before God for our manifold fins, which 
have been aggravated by the magnitude of 
his favours conferred upon us. Let us re^ 
tain a grateful remembrance of the obliga- 
tions we owe to the noble exertions of our 
brave anceftors. Let the fame ardour that 
infpired their breafts, in the glorious caufe 
of Civil and Religious Libetty, enflame 
ours. Let us heartily concur in every mca- 
fure for emancipating our brethren of man- 
kind, in remote parts, from the galling yoke 
of flavery ; and for diffufing the knowledge 
of God and their duty among the rifing 
generation at home. And, while we watch 
over our rights with a jealous eye, let us 
ever remember that a due regard to that fub- 
ordination in fociety, which reafon and reli- 
gion teach, is one juft and natural mean to 
fecure them. Let us fear God, and honour 
the King. Let us lead holy and exemplary 
lives. And, in fine, let us exprefs the cor- 
dial afFcftion we feel for the gofpel, that 
mod ineftimuble of all blejflings, by every 
poflible exertion in the warfare, wherein our 
Divine Saviour has engaged us, with fin, the 

world. 
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world, and the powers of darknefs. Sd, 
when God, in the laft and great day which 
is approaching, fhall fhake not the earth 
only but the heavens, we {hall receive a 
kingdom which cannot be moved. 
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POEM 



TO THE 



MEMORY 



o r 



His late M a j e s t y 

WILLIAM III. 



Dignum laude virum mufa vetat moru 

Horat. 
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TO THE 



Right Honourable 



W I L L I A M, 

Lord Marquifs of Hartington, 



The following 



POEM 



Is moft humbly dedicated. 



By the AUTHOR. 
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POEM 



To the Memory of 



K. WILLIAM III 



WHERE is the tuneful tribe that fang 
fo well 
The Britifh hero's ads before he fell ? 
That in no vulgar rhimes fo well could (how. 
What Britain and the world to William 

owe ? 
Thro' fields and floods his fhining path could 

trace. 
Their verfe with his immortal trophies grace? 

Did the harmonious nine with him expire. 

And all foft airs to native fpheres retire ? 

Sure when great fouls to realms of glory go. 

Poets are left to fpread their fame below. 

When 
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When Ifrael's pious king Joliah dies. 

The weeping prophet mourns his obfequies. 

Smooth numbers firfl were form'd for noble 

themes. 
To paint great deeds, and fing illuftriods 

names. 
Can you, who by his royal hand were fed. 
Who prais'd him living, now negle<5t him 

dead ? 
Ev*n ftones will fpeak, if you forbear to fing 
So good a mafter, and fo great a king ; 
Great in himfelf, and bountiful to you. 
Who found in Caefar a Maecenas too. 
Is it your preffing grief, or confcious thought^ 
That you can never praife him as you ought. 

That makes you ftand amaz'd ? 

Make an effay, your gratitude to prove ; 
And if you fhew lefs art, yet fhew.more love. 
Speak, fons of harmony — Mean vHiile cxcufe 
The weak endeavours of a timorous mufe. 
That has with awful filence waited long 
To hear the fighs of your politer fong. 
Take up your lyres, and touch the charming 

ftrings, 

d exit of the beft of kings. 

Tell 
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Tell the fad world, what they already khow. 
Tell 'em^ Britannia's tears fo largely flow, 
5eeaufc the great, the good king Wilham'i 

gone : 
Britannia's tears ftiall be your Helicon. 
Tell 'em what earth has loft, what heaven 

has gain'd ; 
How he (hines there, who here fo brightly 

reign'd. 
With his ownlaurelsdrefs his mournful herfe. 
And deck his marble With morelafting verfe. 
Let diftant fhores with his atchievemcnts ring. 
While there are pens to write, or tongues to 

fing. 
No longer this fo noble tafk refufe, 
Urg'd by th'adventure of a humbler mufe ; 
Who if (he does lefs honour to his name. 
Yours is the guilt, may yours be all the fliame. 
Propitious heav'n accepts a pair of doves 
From willing hands, and from a heart that 

loves. 

Can time, or other thoughts, e'^r wipe away 
The deep remembrance of that ^bomy day. 
When the fad whifper thro' our ftreets was 

fpread, 
Uftier'd by tears, TJbe goad kwg Willi^W^ 
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So great a foul, fo dear a life refign'd i 
O how his glories frefh occur'd to mind ! 
What he had done, and what he had de- 

fign'd ! 

How every brow with heavy clouds was dreft. 
And they lamented moft who knew him beft : 
What was their joy, 'tis now their grief to 

know ; 
What rais'd their pleafure once, augments 

their woe. 
True forrow in her pomp at court appears. 
The city joins her undiffembled tears. 
To every temple weeping crouds repair. 
Hoping to vent their forrows in their prayer. 
United fighs exprefs the common woe. 
Confederate tears to a vaft deluge flow. 
The priefts to heaven turn their complaining 

eyes. 
And interrupt their pray'rs with ardent fighs : 
Their looks, their gefture, and their voice 

is changed ; 

thoughts no more in wonted order 

rang'd : 
8 break their periods to give forrow vent j 
eir words confus'd and flow, but tears are 

t. 

The 
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The doleful news thro' all the nation flics. 
Strikes every Englifli heart with deep fur- 
prize : 
The general grief, the general lofs exprefl:. 
And floods of tears the common father's 
death confeA. 

Grief fits triumphant in the foldicrs face. 
And in his generous breaft now finds a place. 
Never did death to them fo dreadful ftiow 
In foreign fields, as in this one domeflic blow. 
Their warlike trumpets make a difmal moan. 
Their enfigns droop, and drums their trou- 
ble groan : 
O how unlike the fame that us*d to go 
Shouting where William led, to meet the 
foe! 

Thofe whom the grace of his indulgent 
reign 
Had long attempted to oblige in vain. 
Touched with remorfe, deplore his hafty fate. 
And weep that their repentance is fo late : 
Ungrateful murmurs into praifcs turn, 
Grudg'd him a crown, but now jevere his 
urn : 



ConfcioQS of long negled in former years^ 
What they in duty owe now pay in tears* 
So fafVious tribes unworthily complain 
Of their deliverer's meek and gentle reign ; 
The deeds of Mofes, and of God forget. 
Look back on Egypt's (horc with fond regret. 
Slight angel's fare, and fruits of Paleiline, 
And for Egyptian leeks and onions pine ; 
The fervile tafk of treading clay prefer 
To freedom with the glorious toils of war ; 
Chufe to make bricks on Zoan's flavifh coails. 
Rather than lodge in tents to ferve the Lord 

of hofts. 
But when the prophet to the iky retires. 
The wondrous lofs a wondrous grief infpires ^ 
Thro' the fad camp a general forrow reigns. 
And lighs, for murmurs, now fill Moab's 

plains. 

Thofe confeflbrs, thofe candidates for 
heaven. 
Whom perfecuting rage had hither driven 
From native (bores, to find a kind afyle 
In the warm bofom of the Britifli ifle ; 
Guilty of nothing but adoring God 
. In bold defiance to a tyrant's nod^ 

Who 
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Who racks mens limbs to put their minds 

in frame. 
Burns 'em to guide their confcience by the 

flame. 
To fave their fouls devoutly cuts their throats. 
And to this pious work dragoons devotes. 
While reverend priefts their approbation 

(hovir. 
And glut their bloody eyes with fcenes of 

woe: 
Thofe confeflbrs whom blows could ne'er 

convince 
That true religion governs fuch a prince. 
Mourn for a king that made 'cm doubly free. 
With civil and religious liberty ; 
Whofe liberal hands difpens'd his royal ftore. 
To feed their prophets, and fupply their poor. 

The Belgic lion, touched with anguiflb, 
roars. 
And fends the frightful found to diftant 

(hores. 
Th' imperial eagle flags his drooping wings. 
Condoling with confederate fl:ates and kings. 
Naflfau, they cry, the glory of the age, 
NaflTau is gone, the fcourge of Gallic rage ; 

Able 



E 48 ] 

Able to counfel^ conquer and command. 
And hold the ballance in his fteddy hand. 

Stupendous grief! that fmote us by fur- 
prize. 
And fnatch'd away the pleafure of our eyes ! 

Oft when a nation's numerous crimes have 

try'd 
God's patience long, and long for vengeance 

cry'd ; 
When pregnant ftdrms come lowering from 

afar 
To threaten famine, plague, inteftine war j 
When heaven its juft artillery prepares ; 
Some fignal the impending ftroke declares : 
Earth in her entrails ftrange convulfions feels ; 
Shock'd with ill-boding fears, (he quakes and 

reels ; 

The fun his radiant head in fables veils j 
Or dreadful comets fpread their fiery tails ; 
Loud peals of thunder tear the lightening air. 
And falling meteors ihake their flaming hair. 
But no fuch frightful figns prefag'd our woe. 
To give us warning of the coming blow. 

Secure 
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Secure we lay, nor dreaded future harms. 
Under the fhade of Naflau's conquering arms. 
Now thoughts on triumphs paft our joys re- 
new. 
And now freflb laurels feem to bQ in view. 
Europe had fix'd her eye on him, to be 
The guardian of her common liberty. 
Lewis obferv'd his growing intereft fpread. 
With hate and envy equal to his dread. 
But O the fickle ftate of human things ! 
How frail the life! how vain the pomp of 

kings ! 
How are we fliipwreck'd in the view of fliore. 
Our hopes arc daQi'd ; for William is 

no more : 
In every foul grief joins with confcious dread. 
In every face they both their pallid enfigns 
fpread. 

What triumphs did our hero's youth prefagc 
To crown the toil of his maturer age ? 
Early he rais'd his country's finking (late. 
For doing good he knew was being great : 
His courage foreign foes could overcome. 
His patience civil fadtions quell at home. 

E Where 
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Where noxious weeds with deadly juice 

abound^ 
There antidotes oft blefs the neighbouring 

ground : 
While Le\^is frights the world with pride 

and rage, 
William flands up to prop the drooping 

age : 
One age our danger and deliverance brings. 
The worft of tyrants, and the beft of kings. 

V 

When Albion's- cries his generous aid im- 

plor'd, 
tie foon our dying liberties reftor'd : 
Religion bleft th'afleftor of her caufe. 
And juftice fmil'd to fee reviving laws : 
And to inhance the value of the good, 
'Twas done without expence of Englifh 

blood. 
The idol-priefts his awful prefence ftiun. 
And fly like fcatter*d mifts before the fun» 
Thus by defert rais'd to the crown he wore. 
He's caird to rule thofe he had fav'd before; 
While nations round applaud Britannia's 

choice, 

own the voice of God was in the peo- 
*s voice. Nor 



[ 51 3 

Nor docs he lefs regard Hibernia's cries. 
Bat thro* rough feas wing'd with delivVance 

flies ; 
In wonted danger wonted honour gains. 
Conquers her foes, and breaks her flavifh 

chains. 
O Boyne ! the world fhall William's valour 

know. 

While thy clear ftreams, or time itfelf fhall 

flow. 
Fame keeps the roll of various places more. 
Known by his conquefls on the Irifh fhore. 

< 

To Namur, when the common fafety calls 
To plant his enfigns on thofe haughty walls. 
With daring troops the conquering hero 

fpeeds. 
While numerous foes bear witnefs to his 

deeds. 
With new fuccefs, and with frefh laurds 

crown'd. 
He flill proceeds to gather trophies round. 
Till the proud Gaul a humble friendfhip 

feign'd. 
And own'dthetitle William's merit gainM. 

E 2 The 
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The Macedonian hero's virtues he. 
And more poffefs'd, from all his vices free 
Himfelf as well as others could fubdue ; 
While he rul'd men, ruFd his own paflions toe 
For Europe's freedom generoufly fought. 
Thro' glorious hazards common fafety fought 
Inur'd to clafhing arms and roaring waves. 
To humble tyrants, and unfetter flaves ; 
Plung'd into ftorms of fire and feas of blood 
Not for proud triumph, but for public good 
Scorning the downy pleafures of a throne, 
Secur'd our lives, regardlefs of his own ; 
Scarce thought a glorious adion hard to do ; 
Scarce thought it great when done, and other 

were in view : 
Equally vers'd in arts of war and peace ; 
Laurels and palms he wore with equal grace ; 
Rather endur'd than e'er enjoy 'd a crown. 
And moredeferv'd than e'er defir'd renown. 
His grace his very foes would reconcile. 
And melt 'em down with a forgiving fmlle 
He bid them live who had deferv'd to die. 
And if he err'd, 'twas ftill in clemency. 
No patriot's guiltlefs blood difdain'd his 

throne. 
To pleafe another's humour, or his own. 
Nor would he make a tender confcience 
>an. 
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No force but that of reafon could approve,! 

To fway the judgment, and the paffions! 

move I 

To pure religion, which is truth and love. J 

How oft his words the wondering fenat^ 

charmed. 
And every loyal breaft with ardor warm'd ! 
For all he faid, like all he did, was great ; 
And when he could command, he would in- 

treat. 
His fpecch, the lively image of his mind, 
Majeftick, pr^udent, gracious, and rcfin'd. 
Had wond'rous force, and never-failing 

charms. 
Bright as his fame, viflorious as his arms. 
Abroad 'twas but to fee, and overcome; 
* Fwas but to fpeak, and overcome at home : 
Nothing was wanting in his finifli'd fenfe. 
Nothing redundant in his eloquence. 
Such was the produft of his ripen'd thought. 
He fpoke nor more nor lefs than what he 

ought. 
Still nervous reafon every fentence ftrung. 
And dill his generous heart kept meafure 

with his tongue. 

What 
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What crimfon fins, what aggravated crimes^ 
Have hcav'n provok'd, and ftain'd our guilty 

times ! 
Gould none but fuch a killing ftroke fuffice^ 
'to break our rocky hearts, and thaw our 

frozen eyes ! 
() Britons ! fee, too late, what you have loft ! 
O Britons ! fee what your lov'd fins have coft ! 
Thefe have your king, thefe have your cap- 
tain ilain. 
And forc'd his heaven-born foul to heaven 

again. 
How oft have you refus'd to be reformed. 
When pious zeal his facred bofom warm'd ; 
And from the throne infpir'd hin) to declare 
Againft your vices a religious war ? 
How oft he caird to faft, to weep, and pray. 
While you fupinely flept your hours away ! 
He faw great judgments would great fins 

purfue ; 
He faw and faid it, unbeliev'd by you. 

Who now {hall head your armies in the 
field ? 
Who wave his fword, and who (hall bear his 
fliield ? 

Who 
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Who (hall your troops with generous cou* 

rage fire. 
And all around hfm martial rage infpirc ? 
Who thro' your fquadrons fwift as light- 
ning fly, 
To give frefli vigour with his fparkling 

eye. 
Leading the way to conftant viAory ? 
His army was the body, he the foul, 
T' inform, direft, and animate the whole: 
In dreadful order firm battalions mov'd. 
To conquer or to die with him they lov'd; 
So brave a chief, fo great a witnefs near,. 
They knew not how to fly, or how to fear. 
Surprize itfelf cou'd no weak paflion find. 
To difconcert the texture of his mind : 
When he approachM the confines of the dead. 
In fields of war, or in a dying bed ; 
Patient in pain, and calm in every florm, 
Fearlefs he feem'd of death in every forin ; 
In doubtful battle, or on foaming feas. 
In treacherous plots, or languifliing difcafe. 

When the faint lamp of life was burning 
lov/. 
And now the tremulous flame was hoVering 
to and fro; 
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Peeling the bonds of nature difunitc,' 

His parting foul prepares her wings for flight. 

Britain and heav'n now ihare his thoughts 

and cares; 
Britain his counfels has, and heaven his 

pray'rs* 
Irhee, fair Britannia, how he long'd to fee 
From civil feuds and foreign dangers free ! 
And tho' in view of paradife, could be 
Aloiofl content to live again for thee. 

. But 'tis decreed, the fatal moment's near. 
No pray'rs or vows can hold him longer here. 
Our fainting heads no hopeful omen rears ; 
Juft heaven rejects our cries, rejedts our tears« 
Calmly expecting death, the hero lies. 
Till beck'ning angels call him to the ikies. 
His life was glorious, and ferene his death ; 
His foul the fame, firm to his latefl: breath, 
Prefence of mind in this dark vale retained. 
And no relu(9:ant agony fuftain'd. 
So Mofes on mount Nebo fmiling lay. 
When the Almighty kifs*d his foul away. 

GreatNaflau's dawn was like the orient fun. 
His wond'rous race of glory foon was run. . 

No 
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No clouds of envy could his luftre fhroud^ 
And when he fet, he fet without a cloud. 
Ah! that fo bright a fun fhould fet at nooff, 
A life fo ufeful fly away fo foon ! 
Does heaven fuch gifts as thefe beftow on 

men. 
So foon, alas! to call them back agen! 

From this low world his willing foul re- 
tires. 
And fwiftly to its native heaven afpires. 
No anxious thought reflrains his foaring 

mind. 
His royal cares arc left with royal duft be- 
hind. 
A guard of angels for his convoy fly 
Through the vafl: regions of the parting fky: 
Charmed with feraphick mufick as they go; 
He fcorns the pageant pomp of thrones be- 
low. 
Ethereal plains convey the found along, 
iEthereal hills all echo back the fong. 
Till heaven's wide gates receive the wel- { 
come throng. J 

The fpacious arches of the palace ring. 
With tidings of th' arrival of a king. 

F Armies 
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Aiftnics of cfeefubs with kind fpccd rcfort - 
From diilant manfions to thVimperial court; 
Their charming (kill in heavenly founds* 

difplay, 
To grace the triumph of this folemn day. 
While troops of faints line all the (hining 

way* 

The fon of Jefs touches his harp, and fings 
In confort with a choir of pious kings ; 
The happy few who governed well below. 
And for their labours deathlefs pleafures 

know. 

And O ! the joy to meet Maria there. 
The former partner of his crown and care ! 
What ambient glories deck the happy pair^ 
Whoblifs unknown to earthly monarchs (hare. 
On Eden's flowery banks they fafe refide^ 
Where chriftal ftreams from vital fountains 

glide; 
No ruffling flofms of war^ or fadlion know. 
And pity them that feel the weight of crowns 

below : 
There reign, bleft pair, while your diftin- 

guidi'd name 
Shall glitter in the brighttft rolls of fame: 

Bleft 
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Bleft by this age, and late pofterity. 

While there are Britons wife, or juft or 

free. 
There reign ; expefting th\t reviving day. 
That will refine and raife voir llumberin& 

clay; 
Give it a heavenly form and godli^ 

Fit for fuch fouls, and for fo brigh, , 

' ^ place. 

But, mufe, reftrain thy too adventu 

flight : I 

Glories fo-difproportion'd to thy fight, v 
O'erwhelm thee with unfufFerable light. 
Stoop to the lower regions of the ikies^ 
And with lefs dazzling light refrefti thy eyes* 
See how the morning fpreads her growing 

light, . 
And drives away the dufky (hades of night. 
See Britain's clouds begin to fcatter too. 
And fcenes of coming glory are in view. 
Anna the Britifli fcepter mildly fways. 
And gives vaft hopes of yet aufpicious 

days : 
Anna, whom parents frowns could never 

move 
From her religion, aod her country's love. 

O tyrants i 
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O tyrants! boaft no more that William's 

dead, 
SiDce Anna's refen fliall give yoa equal 

r dread* 
Again the tpn?^^''^ clangor war declares, 
1 *d witV^ acclamations and our prayers : 
Air iate^^^^^^ ^^^^ h2Lck the found, 
A A fle^ ^^^ armies make the fierce alarm 

jund^ 

r 

great Eliza crufli'd ambitious Spain, 
-.funk their floating caftles in the main; 
/ both thofe tyrants, that forge Europe's 
chains, 
t humbled, now illuftrious Anna reigns, 
Azy {he a Deb'rah to our Ifrael prove. 
Dread of her foes, her people's joy and love: 
On tyrants haughty necks in triumph tread, 
Aflifted by the noble consort of her bed. 



THE END 



